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OF THE 


MinisTay reſpecting their Con- 
duct in the Caſe of the Duke 


: of PorxTLAND, 


political writers, that the primary 
intention of all government, is to 
ſecure the lives, the liberty and proper- 
ty of the ſubject; and that the more ef- 
fectually theſe are ſecured, the more 
perfect is any particular government. 
Hence it is plain, that a deſpotic go- 
vernment (ſuch, for inſtance, as that of 
B Turky) 


| I. has ever been held a maxim, by 


[S114 
Turky) muſt be the leaſt perfect of all 
others ; inaſmuch as in it the ſovereign 
is reſtrained by no kind of laws, but 
the lives, the liberty and property of 
the ſubject are entirely at his mercy. 


An abſolute monarchy (ſuch, for exam- 
ple, as that of France) follows at a due 
diſtance. Here, indeed, the ſecurity is 
greater than in a deſpotic government, 
but till it muſt be allowed to be very 
imperfect; for, though the ſovereign 
pretends to regulate his conduct by cer- 
tain laws, yet as theſe laws are of his 
own making, the matter is not much 


altered for the better: he can impoſe 


upon his people whatever taxes, and le- 
vy upon them whatever contributions 
he pleaſes. The only difference is, that 
a deſpotic prince frequently attacks a 
ſingle ſubjet; an abſolute monarch 
commonly attacks a whole body: the 
former can take away the life, the li- 
berty, and property of any individual: 
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the latter likewiſe can, though he ſel- 
dom does, take away the life and liber- 
ty of any particular perſon, by an arbi- 
trary impriſonment and a private execu- 
tion; but he rarely invades his property. 
But of all governments, that in which 
the life, the liberty, and property of 
the ſubject is the moſt ſecure, is a free 
or republican government, ſuch as that 
of England. Here no perſon can be 
deprived of any of theſe, but by a ſo- 
lemn verdict of his peers or equals. 


It was, therefore, with the greateſt 


4 ſurprize that I heard, and I dare fay it 


excited the greateſt ſurprize, and even 
indignation, in every lover of his coun- 
try, to hear, that a nobleman of the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed rank and merit in the 
kingdom, was deprived of an eſtate 
worth 30,000 pounds without ſuch a 
verdict : for this is actually the caſe of 
the Duke of Portland. The m-—y 
have (as far as lies in their power) 
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ſtripped his Grace of an eſtate to that 


amount, and given it to their creature 
and dependent, Sir James Lowther. 


What were their real motives for com- 
mitting ſuch an arbitrary and llegal act, 
the world need not be informed: their 
pretended motives alſo are pretty gene- 


' rally known; and both their real and 


pretended ones are equally odious and 
alarming. I call it an arbitrary and 
illegal act: for can any thing be more 
arbitrary and illegal, than to grant away 
a man's property, and in the ſame breath 
to acknowledge, that you do not know 
but he may have a very good right to 
the property which you have thus grant- 
ed away! And yet is not this the very 
part which the Lords of the Treaſury 
have acted towards the Duke of Port- 
land? Grey Cooper, Eſq; one of the 
Secretaries of the Treaſury, in a letter 
which he wrote to his Grace, and which 
is dated December 22, 1767, inform- 


ing 
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ing him, that the Lords of the Treaſu- 
xy had granted the foreſt of Inglewood 
to Sir James Lowther, ſays, © My 
« Lords, i. e. the Lords of the Trea- 
„ ſury — have at the ſame time the ſa- 
*« tis faction to know, that no act of 


« their board, done in neceſſary com- 


% pliance with the rules and duties of 


« their office, can decide any right to, 


« or affect any claim which your Grace 
% may have to the inheritance of the 
lands or foreſt in queſtion,” That is, 
my Lords, the Commiſſioners of the 
Treaſury, have taken from your Grace 
and given to Sir James Lowther, the fo- 


reſt of Inglewood, without pretending 


to determine, or chooſing to wait till it 
is determined by the proper judges, 
whether or not your Grace his any right 
to the ſaid foreſt : a moſt curious way of 
proceeding ſurely! It recalls, in good 
faith, to my mind, a practice, which 
prevailed among a certain people, or 
was recommended by a certain judge 

(tor 


116 
(for I have really forgot which) of hang- 
ing a man firſt, and then trying bim. 


Had the Lords of the Treaſury, in- 
deed, had the leaſt regard to the rules 


of juſtice, or the dictates of common 


ſenſe, they would have delayed beſtow- 
ing the grant upon Sir James Lowther, 
till the claim of the Duke of Portland 
had been finally decided. Aye! but that 
would not have anſwered the purpoſe of 
the m——y. The elections would have 
been over before that time; and to ſe- 
cure the election of their creatures, was 
the grand point they had in view. They, 
therefore, thought it beſt to ſeize oppor- 
tunity by the forelock. Some fay, in- 
deed, that, on this occaſion, they found 
her forehead as bald as her hind-head. 
But that is known to be a downright 
falſhood : they carried their point with a 
very high hand: they carried the elec- 
tion of the two members for Carliſle, 

and 
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and, it is believed, will of the two mem- 


bers for Cumberland. 


It is, indeed, aſſerted, by ſome fac- 
tious ſpirits, that they ſtand in need of 
all the ſupport, which they can any how 
obtain, by fair means or by foul; and 
that they will leave no ſtone unturned 
to ſecure, if poſſible, a majority in their 
favour in the enſuing : that 
they are a weak, ignorant, puſillanimous 
Adminiſtration, regardleſs of the inte- 
reſt, and indifferent about the honour of 
their native country : that to ſee a raw, 
thoughtleſs, unexperienced ſtripling, at 
2 head of ſo many grave and reverend 
„is as great a ſoleciſm in poli- 
tics, as it would be in ſtatuary to ſee the 
body of a man, with the head of a 
child : that the — — 
is a raſh, headſtrong, profligate youth, 
fitter to act the part of a bully, than of 
a — of Great Britain ; bet= 
ter qualified to preſide in an aſſembly of 

bloods, 
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( 2 ] 
blods, than at the firſt board in the 
kingdom ; one, who has diſcarded from 
his bed and table his own ——— a 
moſt amiable lady, and ſubſtituted in 
her room the refuſe of the brothels; one 
who employs the greateſt part of that 
time, which the ſimple people credu- 
louſly think is devoted to the cares of 
ſtats, in debauching the wives and 
daughters of his acquaintance; one, who 
but a few years ago, ſquandered away, 
at a game of hazard, the whole of his 
own private fortune, and therefore ut- | 


terly unfit to be entruſted with the mo- 


ney of the public: in a word, one, who 
has nothing to recommend him to the 
important poſt which he now fills, but 
his unlimitted ſubmiſſion to- the great 
Thane, and his being deſcended, though 
on the wrong ſide, from that abandoned 
monarch, King Charles the Second, of 
whom, it is allirmed, he is an exaQ 
model. | 


But 


1 


But that all this is the language of 
ſpleen and diſappointment, muſt be evi- 
dent to every impartial perſon, who ob- 
ſerves, that we had never a more wile, 


- virtuous, and ſpirited miniſtry; a miniſtry 


formed upon a broader or more compre- 
henſive plan; a miniſtry compoſed of 
more congruous and concordant parts, of 
which the head, as it is the moſt ho- 
nourable, is at the ſame time the moſt 
perfect: that the firſt L—d of the Tn, 
who repreſents this head, is a ſober, ſe- 
rious, ſedate nobleman, poſſeſſed of all 
the fire and vigour of youth, of all the 
gravity and experience of age; a man, 
who 1s as good a huſband as he is a mi- 
niſter, and lives in the moſt perſect har- 
mony with his dutcheſs, and would 
ſooner loſe his fortune, and even his life, 
than attempt the honour of your wife or 
daughter; a man, whoſe whole ſtudy 
and attention is bent upon promoting 
the intereſt of his country; and who, 
inſtead of conſuming his time among 


C pimps, 
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pimps, whores, and paraſites, employs 
his thoughts by day, and his dreams by 
night, in contriving ſchemes ſor the good 
of the public; a man, who never touched 
a card or a dic, or run a race at New- 
market in his life-time, and who, by 
regular economy, and a total abſtinence 
from all kind of gaming, has greatly im- 
proved his paternal inheritance (tho' even 
if he had, as ſome ill- natured people inſi- 
nuate, loſt his whole fortune at play, he 
would only be the fitter, on that account, 
to manage the money of the nation, like 
the patriot in Horace, Aliena negotia curat, 
excuſſus proprits : in a word, a man who 
is ſo far from being a ſlave to the great 
Thane, that he is now ready to do him- 
ſelf, what, when formerly in the oppo- 
ſition, he adviſed one of his compatriots 
to do, viz. to ſpit in his face; and tho- 
deſcended from King Charles the ſecond, 
is a perfect contraſt to that monarch, be- 
ing as remarkable for every private and 
ws public 


E #91 
public virtue, as King Charles was for the 
want of them. 


It is therefore manifeſt, (for I muſt re- 
call what I ſaid in a former page, ) that the 
preſent Miniſtry ſtand in no need of hav- 
ing no recourſe to ſuch low, dirty tricks 
as the one here ſuggeſted ; that the foreſt 
of Inglewood was taken from the Duke 
of Portland, and given to Sir James Low- 
ther, not to ſerve a miniſterial job, or to 
carry an election; but it was taken from 
the Duke of Portland, to ſecure the pro- 
perty of the crown, and encreaſe the roy- 
al revenue. Aye! but I ſhall be aſked, 
why then was it given to Sir James 
Lowther? Would not the royal revenue 
have been more effectually encreaſed by 
keeping it in the hands of the crown ? 
How is the matter mended by taking it 
from one man, and giving it to another ? 
Why, it was given to Sir James Lowther 
becauſe — becauſe — why, faith 
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at preſent I can't think of a reaſon; per- 
haps I ſhall find out one bye and bye. 


But if I am at a loſs to aſſign a reaſon, 
why the foreſt of Inglewood was given 
to Sir James Lowther, I am ſtill more at 
a loſs to account for the influeace, thro 
which it was given him. Had he been, 
indeed, as he was once propoſed to be, 
the ſon- in- law of the favourite, the dif- 
ficulty, perhaps, might have been ſome- 
how ſolved, as it is ſtill the opinion of 
ſome incredulous people, notwithſtand- 
ing the many evidences to the contrary, 
that the favourite is poſſeſſed of as unli- 
mitted, and uncontrouled an influence, 
as when firſt Lord of the Treaſury. But 
that match, it is well known, was broke 
off, juſt when upon the point of being 
concluded. Sir James Lowther is not 
the ſon-in-law of the favourite ; he has 
not even the moſt diſtant connection with 
him: nay, provoked at the diſappoint— 
ment of the match, he has ever ſince 


waged 


E 

waged open war againſt him. Beſides, tis 
univerſally acknowledged by all unpreju- 
diced perſons, notwithſtanding the whiſ- 
pers of ſome turbulent ſpirits, that he who 
was favourite formerly, is now favourite 
no more. He has no influencezeither with 
the K—-— or the Miniſtry ; and indeed 
how ſhould he? He has not been at 
court for this twelvemonth and upwards. 
He has not even been in London : he has 
retired to his eſtate in the Iſle of Bute, 
where forgetting the world, and forgot 
by it, and reſigning all his ſchemes of 
avarice and ambition, he employs his 
time as agreeably to himſelf, and more 
profitably for the public, in cultivating 
his paternal inheritance, than he former- 
ly did in diſturbing the peace, and em- 
broiling the councils of his country. No 
longer do we ſee him, as heretofore, 
ſneaking out in the dutk of evening in 
his chair, with curtains drawn, and 
ſtealing firſt to Miſs —-— — s, the prime 
mini/lreſs, in Sackville-Strect, and thence 

to 
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to the P— D—— at C n H——, 
Befides, 'tis well known, that when he 
did pay theſe viſits (and in truth it muſt 
be owned, that time was when he paid 
them every day) he had no other inten- 
tion than to aſſiſt the ladies in ſorting 
their ribbons, or placing their patches. 


But had Sir James Lowther even been 
ſon-in-law to the favourite, and the fa- 
vourite poſſeſſed of all his former influ- 
ence, and ſkulking about the court as 
uſua}, and playing tricks where he thought 
he could play them with ſafety ; is it to 
be ſuppoſed, that the favourite, who, 
tho but a weak miniſter, is yet a man of 
ſenſe in the ordinary affairs of life, could 
be guilty of ſuch an egregious piece of 
folly as, I do not ſay to adviſe, but even 
to allow his ſon-in-law to accept, and» 
which is more, to ſolicit for a grant of 


another man's property. Muſt he not 


have ſeen, that, by ſuch a conduct, he 
ſhould 


1K 
ſhould draw upon him the reſentment of 
the whole Engliſh nobility. 


What! (would . theſe noblemen have 
ſaid,) ſhall a man, who is but a mere up- 
ſtart, and who but ten years ago was not 
heard of in the nation; a man, whom 
fortune, in one of her freakiſh fits, has 
exalted into a miniſter, a favourite, a man 
of wealth, and what not? and whom, 
if he goes on at the preſent rate, ſhe 
has only exalted, in order to render his 
fall the more grievous and terrible; a 
man, who for ſome time paſt, has been 
ſubverting the liberties, and undermin- 


ing the conſtitution of his country, and 


who guilty as he is of theſe atrocious 
crimes, may think himſelf very well off, 
if he eſcape with his life and fortune : 
ſhall a man, ſo ſituated and circumſtanced, 
ſo odious to the people, ſo obnoxious to 
the laws, and over whole head the ſword 
of juſtice hangs ſuſpended but by a fingle 


hair; ſhall ſuch a man dare to invade the 


pro- 
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property of the meaneſt ſubject, and ſtill 
more, of one of the firſt ſubjects in the 
kingdom? Shall he particularly wreak his 
vengeance on the chief friends and ſupport- 
ers of the Proteſtant ſucceſſion and the 
Brunſwick family? Men, who obtained 
the very lands in queſtion as a reward of 
their ſervices in the cauſe of liberty: 
ſhall he thus, in the face of day, and 
without fear of puniſhment, betray the 
ſecret ſentiments of his heart? his at- 
tachment to a popiſh, tyrannical, and 
abdicated family; his inveterate hatred, 
(whatever he may pretend) to the auguſt 
Prince now upon the throne; and his de- 
ſire of precipitating him into ſuch mea- 
ſures, as may ſubject him to the ſame 
with the laſt of the Stuart line; and 
thus to make room for a ſpurious pre- 
tender ? Are theſe the real motives of 
his actions? Are theſe the points which 
he actually has in view ? If they are, 
let him tremble at the conſequence : let 
him remember, that tne Engliſh, the' a 

patient, 
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patient, are a reſolute people; and that 
their ſpirits are not yet ſo entirely broke, 
as to bend their neck tamely to the galling 
yoke of ſlavery: let him remember, 
that many favourites have been brought 
to the block for crimes leſs atrocious 
than thoſe he has committed againſt the 
liberties of his country: and let him 
take care, leſt, by ſuch arbitrary and 
violent proceedings, he excite a ferment 
in the nation that may not be ſo eaſily 
allay d, and perhaps induce the nobility 
to give the ſame anſwer that was given 
by their anceſtors upon a ſimilar occa- 
ſion; when being commanded by one of 
our former monarchs to produce the 
charters by which they held their lands, 
they drew their ſwords in his preſence, 
telling him, Theſe were the charters ! 
* William the Conqueror did not ſubdue Eng- 
land for himſelf alone; their forefathers 
alſo had a ſhare in the conqueſt : by theſ, 
charters they had acquired their lands; by 


2 theſe charters they held them ; and by theſe 
Bs D charters 
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charters they were flill determined to hold 
them. 


Such, I ſay, would, in all probability, 
have been the ſentiments and language 
of the Engliſh nobility, had Sir James 
Lowther been ſon-in-law to the favourite; 
had the favourite poſſeſſed all his former 
influence, and had the grant of Ingle- 
wood foreſt been obtained by means of 
that influence: and as the favourite, 
altho' but a weak miniſter, is a man of 
too much ſenſe not to have foreſeen theſe 
conſequences. I therefore conclude, that 
had he been father-in-law to Sir James 
Lowther, and enjoyed all his wonted 
influence, he would not only not have 
adviſed, he would not even have allow- 
ed, nay, he would have expreſly forbid 
Sir James to ſolicit for the grant in 
queſtion. 


But here I ſhall be told, by ſome 
turbulent ſpirits — your turbulent ſpi- 
rits 


1 


rits actually ſtick at nothing — I wiſh 
to God the whole race were extinct; 
for they are the declared enemies of all 
order and government, nay, indeed, of 
all civility and good manners — a man 
cannot expreſs his ſentiments, though 
with ever ſo great modeſty, but he is 
in danger of being contradicted by 
them at every turn: — I hope, how- 
ever, to live to ſee the day, when every 
mother's ſon of them ſhall be knocked 
on the head by the /ſoldrery, the only legal 
ſupport of all Free government — 


' I fay, I ſhall here be told by ſome 
turbulent ſpirits, that the accounts I 
have given is, from beginning to end, 
one continued falſhood — there are man- 
ners for you, gentle reader | — that I 
have impoſed, in a moſt ſhameleſs and 
harefaced manner, upon the common 
ſenſe and underſtanding of the public 
(God help me, I am little able to im- 
poſe upon the common ſenſe or under- 
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ſtanding of any body) that not only is 
the favourite in the full poſſeſſion of all 
his former influence in the council and 
the cabinet, but that, though now re- 
tired from buſineſs, he ſtill directs the 
miniſtry in all their motions: that he 
prudently takes care not to hazard his 
perſon in any reſponſi ble office, or arouze 
afreſh the indignation of the people, by 
appearing openly upon the ſtage of po- 
litics; but that, like a ſkilful wire- 
maſter, placed behind the curtain, he 
ſets the puppets, that is, the miniſters, 
a-going, and cauſes them to play what- 
ever tricks, or aſſume whatever appear- 


ances he pleaſes : that, at one time, he 


ſends them out in the character of catch- 
poles, to ferze whatever perſons or papers 
they can lay hold of; and at another 
detaches them in the form of h—ghw— 
m—H, to invade the property of the 
E— I—— Company ; at a third he lets 
them loſe as a pack of blood-hounds, 

| | to 
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to gorge on the vitals of their country F z 
and at a fourth he commiſſions them, as 
a band of janiffaries, to over:uin the 
laws, and enſlave the nation *“: that de- 
termined- as he ſeems to be, to put us 
out of humour with our free conſt tu- 
tion, and thereby prepare the way for 
the accompliſhment of the grand ſchemes 
* which he has in view; he has laboured, 
1 for ſome time, to render the government 
perfectly ridiculous, by making a greater 
number of changes in the zdminiſtration 
within theſe ſ:ven years paſt, than per- 
” haps were made in it for the ſeventy 
| Years preceding : that in this bold trea- 
' ſonable deſign, he has unhappily met 
with the moſt ſurpriſing ſucceis; the 
government now being become as con- 
temptible to the generality of the peo- 
| ple, as a certain aſſembly appeared to a 
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* By the Diſpenſing Power, 
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great lawyer, when he faid of it, that 
he would pay no greater regard to their 
opinions, than he would to that of a 
company of drunken porters : that ac- 
tugted himſelf with a- ſpirit of avarice 


and ambition, he has commanded the 


miniſtry to take from the Duke of Port- 
land a conſiderable part of his eſtate, 
and give it to his own ſon-in-law, Sir 
James Lowther ; that the Miniſtry, in- 
deed, the worthy ſervants of ſuch a wor- 
thy maſter, have obeyed his commands, 
not only with the moſt implicit ſubmiſ- 
fion, but even with the utmoſt alacrity, 
confcious as they are, that they them- 
ſelves have no other choice of keeping 
their places, than by ſecuring a majo- 
rity in the enſuing parliament : that in 
order, if poſſible, to ſecure ſuch a ma- 
jority, they have for ſome time paſt, 


moved heaven and earth, and been guilty 
of many violent and arbitrary acts; tho 
this relating to the Duke of Port land, 


be of all others the moſt alarming: that 


never⸗ 
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nevertheleſs, if we view matters in a 
proper light, we have more reaſon to 
praiſe than to blame theſe miniſters ; for 
as things ſeem to be tending faſt towards 
a criſis, the ſooner they are brought to it 
ſo much the better : that it is with the 


1 political as with the criminal body, when 


either is full of corrupt humours, the 
ſooner theſe humours are brought to a 
head, and made to ſuppiciate, and the 
ſooner the impoſthume is broke, the 
body has the better chance of recovering 
its wonted health; whereas ſhould theſe 


5 humours be allowed to continue diſperſed 
thro' the whole maſs, and mingle with the 
blood, they may bring on, at laſt, a pluriſy 


or conſumption : that, in particular, with 


regard to the body politic, if gentle mea- 
ſures are purſued while the body's in a 
bad ſtate, the chain of ſlavery may be 
bound about our necks before we are 
aware of it; whereas, by precipitating 
matters, and venturing upon bold and 
daring projects, the people are apprixed 


12 J 
of the danger; their native ſpirit is in- 
ſtantly arouſed, ſome ſudden convulſion 
happens in the ſtate, and the body cor- 
poral riſes from the ſhock with renewed 

rength and vigour. 


Merſes prgfundo, pulchrior evenit. 


But that our own ſtate is full of the moſt 
dangerous and corrupt humours, muſt be 
evident to every one, who will keep his 
eyes open; witneſs the inſatiable avarice, 
and yet unbounded prodigality of the 
great; witneſs the unreſtrained licenti- 
ouſneſs and profligacy of the people; 
witneſs the great number of idle drones 
that are rioting on the ſpoils of their 
plundered country; witneſs the ſtill great- 
er number of laborious poor, that are 
ſtarving for want of employment, and 
want of proviſions ; witneſs the eternal 
cabals and intrigues that diſtract our coun- 
cils and diſhonour our government; wit- 
neſs the incurable jealouſies and diſcon- 

h tents 
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tents that have ſeized, without exception, 
all ranks in the kingdom. 


| Theſe are humours, ſay thoſe turbu- 
f lent ſpirits, which have long been fer- 
menting in the ſtate, and now ſeem to be 
drawing towards a criſis. Thoſe are, 
therefore, the moſt ſkilful miniſters who 


promote the fermentation, and endeayour 


= to bring it to the critical period; and as 
4 the preſent miniſters appear by their late 
conduct, to be the beſt qualified for this 
1 purpoſe, they muſt therefore be allowed 
to be the moſt able ſtateſmen the nation 
has been bleſſed with for this century 
= paſt and upwards. Treaſon ! ſedition ! re- 
bellion! ſet up the hue and cry! ſend 
forth the Poſſe Comitatus ! purſue, over- 
take, ſeize the culprits! Fine them ! 
impriſon them! pillory them! hang them! 
So I ſay: ſo, I make no doubt, will the 
Miniſtry ſay: and ſo, I am perſuaded, 
will every loyal ſubject ſay. And if the 
Miniſtry will give me a handiome re- 

E ward 


1 
ward — for, as they do nothing them- 
ſelves, and have nothing done for thein, 
' without a handſome reward; I mean not, 
on this occaſion, to make myſelf an ex- 
ception to the general rule = I ſay, if the 
Miniſtry will give me a handſome re- 
ward, I will undertake to act the informer, 
and to delate no leſs than fifty thouſand 
fuch tucbulent- ſpirits in London alone, 
not to mention thoſe that may be found 
in other parts of the kingdom. Fine 
work for Jack-ketch, the lawyers and 
jallors. 


The behaviour of theſe ſeditious per- 
ſons muſt be confeſſed to be the more 
inexcuſable, as it is well known, and 
indeed acknowledged by all loyal ſub- 
jects, that our ſituation is quite the re- 
verſe of what they would repreſent it. 
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Never was ſtate in a more healthful and 


vigorous condition: never were rulers 


more zealous for the good of the peo- 


ple: never were people more ſatisfied 
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with the conduct of their rulers: never 
did greater peace, harmony, and con- 
cord, prevail among Miniſters : never 
> was greater loyalty, ſubmiſſion, and con- 
tentment obſerved in any people, and 
2 with rea'on : for never were miniſters 
| 4 more able, more ſpirited, more diſinte- 
® reſted, more bent upon promoting the 
public welfare, entirely regardleſs of 
their own private advantage. We no 
longer, thank God, live in the days, 
when government was nothing but a 
mere engine for ſqueezing money out of 
the pockets of the people, and pouring 
it into the pockets of the miniſters: 
when ſuch was the avarice and rapacity 
of the great, that not content with the 
4 profits of their places during the time 
they held them, they converted them 
1 into annuities, and even into leaſeholds; 
; when this man would not accept of the 
d i office of chancellor, nor that of the pre- 
( $4-nbip of the council, without pen- 
ſions ſettled upon them and their poſte- 
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rity ; nay, when they even made ſo free 
with tbe civil liſt; that they ran it in ar- 
rears no leſs than 600,0001. In a word, 
when government was become ſo ex- 
tremely burthenſome, that it was abſo- 
lutely intolerable ; and the whole nation 
with one united voice, called out for a 
reformation. That reformation, howe- 
ver, has now taken place : thoſe terrible 
days are now gone: the iron age is paſt ; 
the golden age has ſucceeded in its room 


Jam redit et virgo, redeunt ſaturnia regna. 


Our miniſters would now ſtarve rather 
than live on the ſpoils of their country. 
Inſtead of devouring, like their execra- 
ble predeceflors, the public treaſure in 
penſions and reverſions, they are all of 
them content with the profits of their 
places; and, what is more, they have 
reduced the profits of theſe places to one 
fourth of what they formerly were: where © 


their predeceſiors had thouſands, they 3 
are 
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are ſatisfied with hundreds; they ſerve 
their country, not from a ſpirit of ava- 
rice, but from a ſp tit of patriotiſm ; not 
in order to encreale, but to preſerve their 
wealth, which they have already got. In 
ſhort, the preſent miniſtry are poſſeſſed of 
ſuch a happy conjunction of virtues aud 
abilities, that, as I never {aw their like in 
England; io, although he golden age 
be returned, I never expect to ſce their 
like again. But my zeal to defend the 
conduct of the miniſtry in general, has 
almoſt drawn me away from the defe ce 
of that particular part of their conduct, 
which I intended to make the ſub ect of 
this eſſay; and that is the grant of the 
foreſt of Inglewood to Sir James Low- 
ther. The writer of the Duke of Port- 
land's caſe raiſed a mighty duſt about 
this affair, on pretence, forſooth, that 
the foreſt in queſtion belongs to his 
Grace: that it was granted to one of his 
anceſtors by King William the IIId. that 
his family have continued in the quiet 


and 
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and uninterrupted poſſeſſion of it for ſe- 


venty years and upwards : that never- 
theleſs the miniſtry have now taken it 
from him (as far as they can take it from 
him) not only without the leaſt ſhadow 
of law, but in direct violation of every 
law that ſecures the property of the ſub- 
ject; that in this they did not act from 
any regard to the intereſt of the crown, 
but merely to ſerve their own unjuſtifia- 
able purpoſes : having granted it away to 
Sir James Lowther, with the declared view 
of carrying a. conteſted election: that 
they have committed this violent and ar- 
bitrary act, in conſequence of the re- 
port, and in deſerence to the advice of 
; depaty ſurveyor- general, a man, who 
by bis office, may be ſuppoſed to be as 
ignorant of the law, as the meaneſt pea- 
fant in the kingdom: that they pretend, 
with equal ignorance and impudence, that 
they are obliged in all caſes to comply 
with the report of this man, a creature 
of their own, an officer removeable at plea- 
ps 


1 


» 

> 
* 
o 


38 J 
ſure, and who, therefore, if he would wiſh 
to keep his place, muſt bring in a report 
agreeable to his maſters; that, by this means 
they may, with the ſame equity, take 
away the eſtate of almoſt any ſubject in 
the kingdom: that they beſtowed this 
grant upon Sir James Lowther without 
conſulting the Attorney- general, or any 
other of the Crown lawyers, or allow- 
ing the Duke to defend his title : that 
in this they were guilty of a moſt egre- 
gious breach of promiſe, inaſmuch as 
they had given the Duke the ſtrongeſt 
aſſurances, That no flep ſhould be taken 


7 towards the decifion of the matter in queſ= 
| fron, till his Grace's title had been ſlated, 


referred to, and reported on by the proper 


® officers. That, not ſatisfied with deny- 


ing him a hearing, contrary to their 
expreſs promiſes, they would not even 
permit him to inſpect the records in the 
Surveyor - general's office, where he 
would have found ſufficient documents 


of 


1 
of his title; pretending, as they moſt 
aſſuredly did, that theſe records 


were kept ſolely ſor the uſe of the 
crown, as if it were the intereſt of the 


crown to ſeize the eſtate of every man 
who may have happened to loſe his title 
deeds, even tho” ſufficient proofs of his 
title were lying among the records: that 
as it was neceſſary that the grant ſhould 
receive the ſeal of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, the preſent Chancellor, with 
an ignorance of his duty, or a meanneſs 
of ſpirit which prove him unworthy of 
the poſt he holds, declared, that he 
conſidered himſelf bound to obey an or- 
der from the Board of Treaſury as much 
as any common clerk : a conduct very 
different from that of his predeceſſor; 
who, when the ſame affair was propoſed 
to him, pronounced it to be of ſo black 
and atrocious a nature, that he abſolute- 
ly refuſed to have any concern with it, 


and the ſcheme, accordingly, was for 


that 


33 


N that time defeated *: that the whole 
Was conducted in an under-hand, and 
| clandeſtine manner, and more reſembled 
1 the little trick of a pettifogging lawyer, 
3 endeavouring to cheat his client, than 


an important act performed by the mi- 
niſters of a great empire. 
4 Such are the accuſations brought a- 
gainſt the miniſtry, by the writer of the 
Duke of Portland's Caſe, lately publiſh- 
Jed. I have already ſhewn, and I hope 
to the ſatisfaction of every impartial per- 
; 4 ſon, the abſurdity of one part of the 
charge; and the reader may be aſſuted, 
? that all the other parts of it arg equally 
ill founded. I maſt own, indeed, that 
X when l firit took up the pen to compoie 
this pamphlet, I had reſolved with my- 
ſelf to write a ſatire upon the miniſtry; 


4 


| This, though not mentioned in the Duke of 


Portiand's caſe, the reader may depend on as a fact. 
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but examining more narrowly into their 
principles and practice, I was fo ſtruck 
with the rectitude of both, that I have 
been tempted to write a panegyric. [| 
have defended their conduct to the beſt 
of my weak abilities: pity it is, that ſo 
good a cauſe ſhould have ſo bad an advo- 
cate! If any one can defend it to better 
purpoſe, he is extremely welcome. Il 
ſhall be glad to ſee his thoughts upon the 
ſubje&t; in the mean time let him reſt 
ſatisfied with what I have here offered. 


— — 5 gud nfl rectius iſtis, , 
Candidus imperti; fi non, his utere mecum. 


F. 


